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Teacher: StRin Denise Ziegler




        Subject: English
Topic: Sherlock Holmes – detective stories of many generations

	Zielsetzung des Seminars:
Are you passionate about reading books or watching films in English? Do you enjoy detective stories? If you answered these questions with a firm “yes” then you will already have encountered the famous detective Sherlock Holmes. However, did you know that Sherlock Holmes first appeared as early as 1886?

In fact, the original Sherlock Holmes stories were published in the 19th century by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and have since then been embraced by every generation. There is a countless number of films, series and books that feature the brilliant detective and his fellow characters.

This seminar’s aim is to analyse in what way the characters and the stories have changed throughout three centuries and in how far these imitations and adaptations can live up to the original. To find out about this we will read, watch and compare different versions and adaptations of Sherlock Holmes and thus embark on a journey from late 19th century Britain to the UK of modern times. Let’s find out how Sherlock and his sidekick Watson, the depiction of women, the storylines and many other features have changed throughout the years.
You are the perfect participant for this seminar if you:

· are fond of detective stories 

· are willing to do extra reading in addition to your normal schedule 
· are prepared to write your seminar paper in English
What will be graded in the first term:

· your participation in class
· a presentation

· a test or task on quotes and bibliographies

Please note that while you will deal with Sherlock Holmes in your first term, you will also have to learn how to write a scientific paper. This will take some time and will not be directly related to the topic of detective stories.


	Mögliche Themen für die Seminararbeiten:

1) Sherlock Holmes’ character in The Sign of the Four and the modern series Sherlock
 (this paper can be chosen with any other adaption of the original story)

2) Dr. John Watson in the original Sherlock Holmes’ stories – a valued friend or a replaceable companion?

3) Irene Adler in story and film – an analysis of the portrayal of Irene Adler in the story A Scandal in Bohemia and the episode A Scandal in Belgravia from the series Sherlock
4) An analysis of Irene Adler’s character in story A Scandal in Bohemia and in Good Night, Mr Holmes by Carole Nelson Douglas
5) Dr. Watson’s wife Mary Morstan – an analysis of her depiction in different Sherlock Holmes’ versions
6) The Hound of the Baskervilles and The Hounds of Baskerville in the series Sherlock – a successful adaption?

(this paper can be chosen with another adaption based on an original Sherlock Holmes’ story)

7) An analysis of Sherlock Holmes’ science of deduction

8) Sherlock Holmes: a psychopath or a high functioning sociopath? – an analysis of the modern Sherlock series

9) Good Night, Mr. Holmes by Carole Nelson Douglas – a cheap imitation or equal to the original? 

(this paper can be chosen with any other imitation of Sherlock Holmes)

10) Good Night, Mr. Holmes by Carole Nelson Douglas – Penelope Huxleigh a female Watson? 

11) Conan Edogawa from the anime Detective Conan – a young version of Sherlock Holmes?

12) Sherlock Holmes – the greatest detective of all times? – a comparison of Doyle’s Sherlock and Poe’s Dupin in The Murders in the Rue Morgue


	Weitere Bemerkungen zum geplanten Verlauf des Seminars:

The term paper has to be written in English. That is why participants should feel confident in using the English language.
Throughout the seminar participants might be required to purchase books. These costs will have to be covered by each participant individually.


Sollte sich im Verlauf des Seminars herausstellen, dass das Konzept erheblich verändert werden muss, so ist dies in Absprache mit der Schulleitung möglich./ Should it become apparent that the concept needs to be changed considerably in the course of the seminar, this is possible in consultation with the school management.
